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HISTORY AND ICE CREAM AT MAY 22 TOUR

TUBA or not TUBA, that is the
question

The May tour will be to the
Northglenn Historic Commission’s

annual open house and ice cream
social at the Stonehocker Western

Heritage Park. Date is Saturday,

May 22; time from 1:00-3:00. The

address is 10950 Fox Run
Parkway. Fox Run Pkwy is a
short street that meanders
between 104th Ave. and 112th
Ave. in Northglenn. Itis way east
of 1-25, west of Colorado Blvd but

not far. From I-25: go east to Fox

Run Pkwy (traffic light after the
one on Steele St.), turn left and
continue on the Parkway to

MAY 8 SEMINAR: FORD HERITAGE

By Roy Hess

destination. Follow street
signs and stay on Pkwy,
ignoring other streets with the
Fox Run name. From 112th,
turn on Fox Run Pkwy and do
the same, following the Pkwy
signs. Parking will be on the
west side of the Park, along
the fence, facing toward the

house. Preferred parking for all

old Fords, plus ice cream, and
house tours (1903 restored 5
BR house-oldest in
Northglenn). The garage
houses a Deere tractor from
1939, under restoration, and
has always been called "the
Model T garage" for an
obvious reason.

----FromTstoEarlyV8s----

By Don Whissen

| m pleased to host the May
seminar in my garage at 9:00 am
on May 8". The address is 919
S. Columbine St, Denver. The
best way to get there is down
University to Kentucky or
Tennessee Ave, then east two
blocks to Columbine St.

The seminar will address the
heritage of our Early V8s,
basically where the gene pool

came from. It will include
some history of the Ford
Motor Company, and maybe
some insight into Henry Ford
himself. Also included will be
an upfront presence of a
Model T Ford, the car that put
America on wheels and made
life a lot easier. Come and
see the 1914 Ford that drove
10,000 miles round trip from

(Continued on Page 7)
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Entertainment by 1900 re-
enactment band dressed in
period costumes. Member
Roy Hess may (probably will)
will sit in with the band on a
couple of tunes, playing his
original 1875 helicon tuba.
That alone is worth the price of
admission. Nothing.

1970: A Year In
Review

The Hi-Country Early Ford
V8 Club was founded in
1970. What was happening
in the world in 1970? Attend
the General Meeting on May
6 and see a quick video
review of some of the events
that were happening in world
events, sports, automotive
industry, and entertainment.

MEETING NEWS
Thursday, May 6, 2010
7:30 pm
Denver Design Center
Program: 1970, A Year In Review




Prez’s Message

Put your thinking caps on, and stroll back down memory lane.
Remember all those great auctions we Ve had in the past? We could
have another one this year if we could find a suitable location.
Everyone has an opinion as to how a function can be directed or
groundwork be laid. There must be a location that long standing
members remember as a good place to be. Maybe someplace we

havenT been in 10 years or more.

A spontaneous, self evolving

auction with everyone showing up with goodies in the trunk. A voice, a
change box and a stenographer and we could make it happen. Tell
someone on the board and we can still make this another good
auction year. Who knows, something is better than nothing. Look how
great the Garage Tour was. Sometimes simpler things are better.

Jay

Board Meeting Notes

Tours: Member Jerry Groswold is
interested in hosting another Grand
Lake Tour. The dates would be 6/31
and 7/1-2, 2010. In order to
determine if there is interest, a show
of hands will be taken at the next
general meeting. (Note: 13 people
expressed an interest at the April
general meeting.)

General Meeting Programs: We
are still looking for a chairman to
organize and spearhead this effort, as
well as program suggestions. If
nothing else comes up, we do have
DVD programs available.

Seminars: The June seminar is
open. In past years, this has been the
Club auction, but in order to carry on
this tradition, we will need a place
and a chairman.

All Ford Day: President Svigel has
been exploring thoughts about the
possible use of Sheridan High
School, located at Sheridan and
Oxford. This location has lots of
display area and parking for
attendees, but might again involve
the use of porta potties (a significant
expense). Attendee parking would
take some directions, being located at
a nearby school. There will be a cost
associated with use of the high school
grounds, possibly in the range of

$500 to $600 (Clement Park cost
$1500). A question: is electricity
available? The school district will
also require us to pay a custodial
fee of $28/hour) --- does this mean
the building would be open for
restroom use? The custodial fee is
in addition to the basic rental cost.
We will need to fill out the facility
use form to see if AFD is possible
at this location, and in order to
determine exactly what the fees
will be. The question before us is
do we want to investigate this
location further? Sheridan High
School is still in the south part of
town, (like Clement Park), and the
September 12" date is open. After
discussion, the Board voted to
authorize President Svigel to
investigate further the use of
Sheridan High School and adjacent
facilities for All Ford Day.

Club Picnic: Casey Hayes has
investigated the use of the
Westminster Elks Club facilities
(also see comments from the last
Board meeting). This is a nice
facility, and includes restrooms (no
porta potties would be used). For
60 people, the cost would be $400
($6.66 PP), but that includes food
as well as the Elks doing the
cooking and cleanup, etc. If the
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Club supplies the food and drinks, and
we do the cooking and cleanup, the
facility use charge is $1.00 PP. If the
picnic drew 110 persons (the same as
last year), the rental cost would be

$110. But consider the fact this is less
(Continued on page 3)







Mercury After World War Il

(Last month s newsletter covered the history of Mercury
from 1939 through 1942. This continues with the years
1946 through 1953.)

Mercury 5 prewar lineup also carried over into 1946 with
a single exception: The business coupe was replaced by
the novel Sportsman convertible. Comparable to the
like-named Ford model, Mercury § Sportsman was
adorned with maple or yellow birch framing with
mahogany inserts.

The wood was structural, not merely decorative. This
created a problem at the rear, where standard fenders
wouldn Tfit. Both Sportsmans thus used 1941 sedan
delivery fenders and wood shaped to suit. The solid-
wood framing was beautifully mitred and finished with
multiple coats of varnish. But with only 205 sold, the
Mercury Sportsman was dropped after 26. The likely
reason for the low sales was high price: $2209, some
$200 more than Ford S version, which did better
business and continued into 1948.

Thi-s 1949 Mercury convertible shows the "inverted bathtub"
styling that debuted that year.

Ford 5 most-important 1947 corporate development was
the organization of the Lincoln-Mercury Division. Henry
Il decided that the two makes could be more competitive
as an autonomous operation a la the various General
Motors units. That years Mercurys used more of the raw
materials that had been scarce during wartime: mainly
aluminum (for pistons and hood ornament) and chrome
(interior hardware and grille frame).

Belt moldings now ended just ahead of the cowl.
Postwar inflation boosted prices an average of $450,
lifting the range to $1450-$2200. Production of the 27
models didn T begin until February of that year, so
Mercury 5 output was about the same as its 1946 tally.

Except for serial numbers and deletion of the two-door
sedan, the 28s were unchanged. They were sold from
November 1947 through mid-April 1948, when the 29s
appeared. As a result, model-year production ended
at only about 50,250.

The 29 Mercurys bowed with flush-fender "inverted
bathtub” styling like that of the 1948-49 Packards and
Hudsons. Mercury § new look stemmed from sporadic
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1946 To 1953

wartime work by Dearborn designers. Wheelbase
was unchanged, but body shells were shared with
a new standard Lincoln line instead of Ford, the
result of a last-minute change in postwar plans.

Styling was good: massive, yet clean and
streamlined. The grille looked something like the
28 affair, but was lower and wider. A single bright
molding ran full-length at mid-flank. As before, a
single series offered four body styles: coupe, four-
door Sport Sedan (with "suicide" rear-hinged back
doors), convertible, and a new two-door wagon
with less structural wood than the superseded four-
door style.

Like 29 Fords, Mercurys were treated to a new
chassis with fully independent front suspension,
weight-saving Hotchkiss drive (replacing torque-
tube), and a live axle on parallel longitudinal leaf
springs, ousting at last old Henry 5 cherished single
transverse leaf.

Resuming its power lead over Ford, Mercury got a
stroked V-8 with 255.4 cid, dual downdraft Holley
carburetors and 110 bhp to become a genuine
100-mph performer for the first time. Also
introduced was an automatic-overdrive option
priced at $97, teamed with a 4.27:1 rear axle
instead of the standard 3.90:1.

The 1949 Mercury was an attractive buy with its
Lincoln-like looks, lower prices ($1979-$2716), and
a V-8 more-potent than Ford § (necessary to offset
some 100 extra pounds in curb weight). Buyers
responded by taking over 301,000 of the 29s --
more than three times the volume of Mercury §
previous best year and good for sixth in the
industry, another all-time high.

Despite few major changes, sales continued strong
for the next two seasons: close to 294,000 for 1950
and a record-setting 310,000-plus for 51, when
Mercury again claimed sixth. The 1950 models
gained a hood-front chrome molding bearing the
Mercury name; the 51s combined this with a large
semicircular crest and also sported more-
prominent grille bars, larger parking lights (swept
back to the front wheel wells), and longer rear
fenders with rounded corners and vertical trailing
edges.

Horsepower rose a nominal two for 51, when a
significant new option arrived in Merc-O-Matic
Drive. This was, of course, the new three-speed
fully automatic transmission developed with the
Warner Gear Division of Borg-Warner (and also
offered for 51 by Ford as Ford-O-Matic).



OCTOBER TOUR UPDATE

By Ed Hurt

5 Day Balloon Fiesta Tour with 3 Day
Chama Train Trip

The following is an update on the October Tour to
the Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta. Oct 2", 2010, we
will leave from the park-n-ride at S. Santa Fe Drive
and Dry Creek Rd at 8 a.m. Then Highway 85 to 125
to Walsenburg where we will stop for lunch. After
lunch, we will meet on the west side of Walsenburg
to drive to Taos with a jog over to view the Grand
Canyon of the Rio Grand, then continuing on to Santa
Fe to check into the Santa Fe LaQuinta Inn (4298
Cerrillos Road, 505-471-1142). To make a
reservation, identify yourself as a member of the Hi-
Country Early Ford V8 Club (conformation number
0660GRQZEK) to get the group rate. The sooner the
better on this.

Oct 3", the
members with old or
classic cars need to
leave at 6 a.m. in
order to get preferred
parking at the Balloon
Park. People with
modern cars can
carpool with the older
vehicles if they wish. You will need to get breakfast
early or plan on eating at the Balloon Park. This is
the only day planned at the Balloon Park. Other days
are available on your own.

Oct 4™ is the planned trip to Sandia to ride the tram
to the top of the peak and to have lunch at the High
Finance Restaurant and Tavern. Plan to be at the base
at 11:00 a.m. The package is $37.50 for the tram ride
and lunch with 3 choices, drink, tax, and gratuity
included. Payment was due in advance, so everyone on
my list needs to pay directly to me. There will be time
in the afternoon to visit a museum or to be on your
own. | have a couple of car museums and balloon
museum in mind for this.

Oct 5™ we' Il leave at 10:00 a.m. for a drive around
Sandia Peak to Route 66 through old town
Albuguerque with stops for old buildings, neon signs,
etc. There will also be time for shopping and sight-
seeing, etc. This is also meeting night for the Early
Ford V8 Club in Albuquerque. | am very sure the
Clements family would be happy to have you as their
guests.

Oct 6™ there are several museums and/or private car
collections that we can make arrangements to see. In
the afternoon, plan on seeing the Unser Racing
Museum. Then plan to join the Early Ford and Buick
Club people at a pizza/ltalian restaurant. They are Ford
V8 Club in Albuguerque. | am very sure the Clements
family would be happy to have you as their guests.

Oct 7™ check out of the motel and off to Chama we
go. We are driving highway 550 to Bloomfield then
through Blanco to Turley to visit wines of the San Juan
Winery. Then back to Blanco and on to Chama
through Dulce. We will stay at the Cumbres Suites
Lodge. The rate is $85 plus tax. This is the lowest rate
since we booked the entire 8 units of the motel.

UPCOMING JUNE 18-19 TOUR DANDELION DAZE

Bv Merrill Newman

Reserve the date. This year is the 10th Annual
"Dandelion Daze" celebration. | ¥e reserved 15

Make your plans now; more details to follow in June
"Distributor”. Call if questions (303-366-9496).

rooms at the ever popular Golden Plains Motel
(800-643-0451) and feel certain we will use
every one. | want to encourage everyone to
make their reservations asap as there is a big
family reunion in town the same weekend so
demand for rooms will far outstrip the supply.
You should indentify themselves as part of the
Early Ford V8 club for rooms Friday night, June
18 and Saturday night, June 19. Rates for two
run from $56.00 to $66.00, plus tax.

Information and registration forms for
"Dandelion Daze" Car Show & Shine are
available at www.holyokechamber.org 5

Model A Fords are among the many automaker brands at the
Holyoke Dandelion Daze in 2009. Photo by Merrill Newman




Ideal weather greets V8'rs and guests

The 18 April garage tour was met with pristine
early Fords, Mercurys and even a Lincoln as Hi-
Country Early Ford V8 Club members cleaned
the winter dust off their old iron and cruised to the
garages on this year s tour. There was a great
turn-out with early Fords lining the streets for
blocks on all sides. Members Rich Kellogg,
Harry Lindsey, Arnel Kimmett and Dick Guiry
were great hosts providing snacks and
automobile collections to kibitz over. Seeing
Harry Lindsey s model train project was a bonus.

What do V8 rs do after several hours of touring garages?
Why they eat of course

(All photo’s courtesy of Ed Rockwell)

Large Turnout For Garage Tour

Dick Guiry s flathead intake manifold collection was the
subject of a lot of conversation

Ilvan Fiechter and Cy Boutwell admiring some of Harry and
Connie Lindsey s handiwork

COMFORT AND CONCERN

Several of our club members and wives are continuing
to fight a variety of health issues. Our prayers and
thoughts go out to:

Bobbie Wolff Lois Harmison
Rich Kellogg H. D. McDonald

(If these best wishes are a bit late, then we're all
grateful you have recovered... .)

Also, it's really nice to see Roseann Blake being her
usual chipper self after her medical concerns.

Condolences to Carl O Loughlin on the loss of his
mother.

Roster Changes

Please update your rosters to reflect the following:

Jim Stach § correct email address is jim@jstach.com

Jack Dore and wife Maureen have a new address:
20057 E. Peakview Court

Steve Carmack change “Gilchrist” to “Gilcrest”

Tom & Bobbie Wolff delete the 2 phone numbers
listed and add “303-647-0679"

John Linden change zip to 80110




MAY 8 SEMINAR

(Continued from Page 1)

the Gulf of Mexico to the Arctic Circle, with no
trouble. The ladies of our club might like this one.
No technology such as valve clearances or 3:54
or 3:78 rear end gear rations. Besides, where
else can you get a cup of coffee and a donut for a
buck?

Hope to see you at the May seminar.

EARLY FORD V8 FOUNDATION UPDATE
Home, but not Home Free!

(The following is an excerpt from an email sent to Ford Early V8
clubs asking to advertise the need for an increase in the Early
Ford V8 Foundation membership to support operating costs.)

Allow me to introduce myself. My name is Don
Rogers and | have recently been honored to be elected
to the position of Trustee of The Early Ford V-8
Foundation. It is in this position that I come to you for
help. We have recently completed Phase | of our
Mission and completed an 8,000 square foot building
in Auburn IN. Our dedication was last August, 2009.
This Museum houses many of our V-8 treasures and
allows them to be displayed for everyone to see. We
are now at a critical phase and need to expand our
membership base to allow us to cover the future
operating cost of this building. Donations have been
great but we need a predictable income that can only

be obtained from increased membership.

(Editor’s Note: Application below. Flyers will be available at
the general meeting or contact Brad Hunsinger for an electronic
version.))

THE EARLY FORD V-8 FOUNDATION
Membership Application

(Membership includes unlimited admission to the Museum for You and Your Spouse)

$25 Annual U.S. & Canada $625 Life Member

Please print $40 Annual Foreign Memberships

Name Spouse
Address City

State Zip Phone ( )

Email Address

Please send payment to: Method of Payment ~ $25 Annual[]  $625 Life []
The Early Ford V-8 Foundation VISA[] MASTERCARD[] $40 Foreign [
P.0. Box 284

Auburn, IN. 46706 L

Exp.Date:
Signature:

Security Code:

Phone: 260-927-8022

k ~ .3 P '»‘. M H e v A 5
wwwfordv8foundation.org As a 501(c)(3) organization, some tax benefits may be

available from donations to the Early Ford V-8 Foundation

Club members listen intently as Bernie Sawin
discusses the finer points of undercarriage
maintenance at the April garage seminar. Photo by
Ed Rockwell

WELCOME NEW MEMBER

| Michael Schroder and his wife Allie (Joint

I Member) own a 46 Lincoln Fordor. They live at
| 9300 West Canyon Place, Littleton, CO 80113.

| Their phone number is (303) 904-0196.

| Please be sure to give them a nice welcome at the
| first chance and encourage them to participate in
| club activities.

UPCOMING SEMINARS

By Dick Fell

Upcoming seminars will include: car painting,
overdrives, and ignition lock repair -- no dates
set in concrete yet except the car painting will
be August. We still need someone to do our
annual auction which has counted as a
seminar. Call Dick Fell for help on this, (303)
761-6121. Have an idea for a seminar??
then call Dick




CALENDAR OF EVENTS

(*) Indicates Points Event MAY 2010
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1
2 3 4 5 [*Membership © 7 l*semina 8
Meeting 7:30 9:00
p.m. Denver From T'sto
Design Center Early V8's
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Mother's Day
16 17 18 19 20 21| *Towr 22
Stonehocker
Western
Heritage Park
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31
Memorial Day




